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òAdvancing the Accordion 
in Michigan & Beyond.....ó 

 

A 501 c 3 Tax Deductible 
Organization  

 
Officers:  

President: Joe Recchia  
Vice President: Bob Berta  

Secretary: TBD -Open  

 A. Recchia Acting  
Treasurer: TBD -Open  

J. Recchia Acting  
 

Board Members:  

Angela Masi Beaumont  
John Gabalis  
Tony La Tona  

Lorraine Lozovoj  
Sam Randazzo  

Antonella Recchia  
TBD -Open  

TBD -Open  
 

Address/Phone:  
Michigan Accordion Society  

37365 Hanson Dr.  
Sterling Heights, MI  48310  

586 -530 -1546  
 

Web Page:  

Robert Stead  
steadrw@gmail.com  

 
Newsletter Committee:  

Bob Berta Editor, Bob Stead, 
Joe Recchia, Tony La Tona  

 
Membership Committee:  

Antonella Recchia  
 

Photographers:  

Tony La Tona  
Bob Berta  

 
Music Editors:  

Bob Berta, Joe Recchia  
 

Accordion Teachers:  

Visit our website at  
www.michiganaccordion.org  

 
Accordionists for Hire:  

Visit our website at  
www.michiganaccordion.org  

 
Past Presidents:  

Steve Stolaruk: 1996 -2005  
Lana Gore: 2006  

Ray Battani: 2007 -2010  
Stephen Kaye: 2011  

Bob Berta 2012  
Joe Recchia 2013  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
¶ Sept 12thðAaron 

Caruso - Andiam-
moôs Celebrity 
Showroom War-
ren, MI 

¶ Oct 3 & 4th -

Oktoberfest on 
Main Street in 
Downtown Ann 
Arbor, MI 

¶ Oct. 21ï Bellini 

Opera Company 
Forestre Banquet 
Center 

¶ Oct 23ðEva Evola 

Concert - Andiam-
moôs Celebrity 
Showroom War-
ren, MI  

¶ Nov 18th - Special 

Member Apprecia-
tion event with 
HUGE raffle and 
NO entr®e fee. 
Forestre Banquet 
Center  

¶ Dec 9thï One 
week earlier due 
to holidays. Tenta-
tive GM Choir!  
Forestre Banquet 
Center 

¶ Dec 31stï Mark your 

Calendar  for a New 
Years party planned 
at  ñCarpathia Clubò 

Our Monthly Music Events are held on the third Tuesday of the 

month at 7:00 PM at the Forestre Banquet Center in Rochester 

Hills at 1919 Star Batt Drive (West side of the Concorde Inn) 

Near M-59 at Crooks Rd exit.  Our Events are open to the public 

so bring a friend and children 12 and under are free! 

For up to date MAS info 

please visit our Facebook 

page at:: 

www.facebook.com/

michiganaccordionsociety 

We are at 379 Likes & our 

Goal is 500 Likes by years 

end, please help us to meet 

our goal! 

Please consider Joining 

Facebook. It is 100% free 

and always will be.  Great 

way to connect with Accor-

dionists all over the world! 

FOR MORE EVENTS AND INFO VIST OUR EVENTS PAGE at www.michiganaccordion.org/events 

www.michiganaccordion.org 

The Michigan Accordion Society is pleased to announce 
our September Musical extravaganza. Returning is Stas 
Venglevski who ranks among the greatest players in the 
world and who always provides an evening of incompara-
ble artistry and technical perfection with touches of brilliant 
music and comedy.   For the first time at MAS, he will be 
joined by Rosa Borisova an amazing cellist..  The duet is 
highly praised in past performance reviews and we can 
expect them to rise to an even higher level for our enthusi-
astic Michigan Accordion Society members and their 
friends.  Remember, our events are always open to the 
public! 

ITS OFFICAL! The Michigan Accordion Society is now a 

501(c)3 Tax Deductible Organization, Thanks to Past 

Treasurer Jerry May!  Any and all donations are welcome! 

Our Board Meetings are also open to the public.  Your welcome 

to join and help us. We hold these meetings on the Second 

Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm at the Concorde Inn lobby in 

Rochester Hills. 

http://www.facebook.com/michiganaccordionsociety
http://www.facebook.com/michiganaccordionsociety
http://www.michiganaccordion.org/events
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT  

Dear Michigan Accordion Society (MAS) Members,  

 

On behalf of the MAS Board, I would like to make you aware of the tremendous amount of work that 

the MAS has been and continues to do in bringing you value added resource, first rate entertainment, 

new programs along with remarkable recognition MAS is receiving, including obtaining our long 

awaited 501c 3 Tax Deductible status thanks to our past Treasurer Jerry May.  Our Scholarship fund-

ing and scholarship distribution along with our new ñAccordion for kids programò are doing remarka-

ble things to help change the lives of music students in our community.  We also continue to receive 

wonderful local, national and international recognition of the hard work our Society is doing which has 

been fantastic, but the recognition our Society is receiving from our local membership base is quite 

disappointing with low monthly attendance, difficult in receiving membership renewals and lack of 

help in filling open board positions.  These 3 factors are negatively weighing against our ability to 

help properly fund our Society and to promote the Accordion and its music in our community! 

 

Last year MAS paid a third party internet based survey company to help solicit data from our members to gain feedback and insight 

on how MAS is doing and what MAS can do to improve.  This survey was sent to all our members and we received approx. 50% 

returned responses from you.  The survey results yielded valuable feedback with what our members liked and did not like about 

MAS.  After receiving the results, the MAS Board worked very hard to summarize the responses and over the course of this year we 

have worked diligently to provide our members what you had asked for.  One of the big items was that nearly 70% of the respond-

ents wanted to keep the Monthly Music Events and continue to bring in both local and out of state talent to perform for us!  This 

level of work and coordination is very demanding and the MAS board has done what you have asked for without hesitation.  De-

spite our hard work and attempts to make the changes you have requested, our attendance levels continue to be very troubling.  Our 

Board set a break even goal in having at least 100 people at each of our monthly events and so far this year we hit our goal only 

twice.  Most troubling is that we lost nearly $1,300.00 in operating expenses due to a very poor turn out at our recent July & August 

Music Events despite incredible marketing efforts and hiring exceptional out of town and local talent along with a wonderful music 

program in which we worked very hard in orchestrating for our Members and their guests to enjoy.  Today, we have approx. 280 

Members and personally I just cant understand why we canôt achieve our goal of having 100 people at each of our Monthly Music 

Events.  We are doing what you asked for...so have some fun, relax, come out bring a friend and enjoy a great evening and support 

us!  If each person who came to the July and August event brought one more person with them, we would have easily hit and ex-

ceeded our attendance goal!  Going forward, we are asking for your help toé.Support MAS by attending our events and bring a 

friend or send a friend if you cant make our events.  I would like thank the small majority of our Members who are doing this, 

but we need more help and have no choice but to increase attendance at our events or significant changes will need to be made. 

 

In addition, we currently have approximately sixty 2013 MAS members who have yet to renew their dues for 2014 CY.   We have 

reached out and tried to contact the unpaid members and despite our e-mail requests, letters sent, phone called attempts, I am sadden 

to report that many of our 2013 members have not returned calls and/or have promised to renew and still have not.  Each year as a 

Society benefit we provide a membership list which has been included in this newsletter mailing.  You will notice that we added a 

column for those 2014 Members who are paid up to date and those who have yet to pay their annual membership fee.    Please reach 

out and help us to either renew or cancel your membership.  It is very time consuming task to coordinate the Membership list, dis-

tribute membership cards and continue to work at collecting membership fees.   Remember your dues help pay for various operating 

expenses which includes, Society insurance, Subsidizing Monthly Music Events expenses for entertainment, marketing, operating 

expenses, food, hall rental, office supplies, postage and other expenses in order to properly fund and run our Society to help support 

the great instrument of the Accordion & its music in our community.  Help us by renewing your memberships for 2014 CY! 

 

Lastly, throughout the 2014 calendar year, we have solicited all of our Members and made numerous requests through our Monthly 

Music Events, emails and in our Newsletter that we have both MAS board & officer openings.   In return, we have received very 

little relief in filling these positions.  This Society canôt continue to run properly as currently staffed and we need more help.  Please 

volunteer your time to help us continue to be a great Society so we can work together to keep the instrument and music of the Ac-

cordion alive in our community and beyond!  Step up and help the MAS, our Board and Members need your help! 

 

In closing, keep in mind that the MAS Officers and Board members are 100% volunteer positions and also remember this is your 

organization and if memberships are not collected,  attendance does not pick up and if we canôt get more help to fill open 

Board positions, we will be forced to take drastic action that may include shutting down the Michigan Accordion Society.   Please 

contact one of our friendly board members and/or simply attend our events and offer your help such as volunteering as a board 

member and/or assisting for things like setup, tear down, raffle ticket sales, etc.  By working together and obtaining more help this 

will keep our organization healthy which will allow us to better promote the music of the accordion so that together we will contin-

ue to be known for having the best accordion organization in the world. 

 

Musically,               Joe Recchia, MAS President 



 3 

MAS MEMBERS APPEARING SEPT & OCT  
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http://www.michiganaccordion.org/events
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AUGUST EVENT FEATURED ALL MAS MEMBER BAND  

òTHE IMMIGRANT SONSó & OPEN MIC NIGHT! 

For more information on this all new, all MAS Member Band from Michigan  
please visit their website at www.joerecchia.com/immigrant_sons 

http://www.joerecchia.com/immigrant_sons
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JULY EVENT FEATURED VIRTUOSOõS òCORY PESATURO & SONIA LEEó  

& KICKS OFF OUR NEW òACCORDION FOR KIDS PROGRAMó 

For more information our new ñAccordion For Kids Programò see page 8 and 11 in this newsletter 
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JUNE 19th MAS SUPPOURTS PICANOõS ACCORDION NIGHT &  

MAS CELEBRATES OUR PAST AND CURRENT HONORARY 

MEMBERS BY RELEASING OUR NEW WEB PAGE LINK   

Our new Web page link features detailed information on our Past and Current Honorary Members  
To learn more, please visit our new link at http://www.michiganaccordion.org/mashonor/honors.html 


